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Thorverton Pre-School, School Lane, Thorverton, Devon EX5 5NR
Phone: 01392 861707 (during session time) or 07754206031 (when we are out and about)
thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com (for general enquiries and admissions)

thorvertonpre.ad@gmail.com (for admin enquiries — funding, payments etc.)

Website: thorvertonpreschool.co.uk
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Since we’ve been back after half term the children have been exploring Halloween, Bonfire night,
Remeberance day and Diwali. We will be exploring Autumn for the next three weeks and then moving
on to Christmas for the last two weeks. Look out for everything that glitters and sparkles during our
two Christmas weeks. We will continue to incorporate the children’s interests and curiosity to develop
their skills and understanding further; individual to each child’s needs. Alongside this we will include
daily activities focussing on number, colour and phonics, according to individual development needs.

Important dates for this term:

Children in Need — wear spots - 17" November
School closed (staff development day) — Friday 24" November
Christmas lunch and party for all children, with a visit from Santa 6" December
End of Term — Friday 15" December

Forest School

Jois continuing to lead our Forest school activities, which have been very popular with all the children.

Up unitl Christmas our Forest sessions will be held on Wednesday and Thursday mornings. Please can
you ensure your child arrives wearing suitable clothing? A long sleeved top and long trousers, to
protect their arms and legs as there will be nettles and brambles in the forest. Additionally, with the
weather turning much colder and wetter they will need to come dressed on these days with a warm
waterproof coat, waterproof leggings and wellington boots. A warm hat and gloves will also be useful
as things continue to turn much colder. We do have a small amount of waterproofs at Preschool, but
if your child has their own please could they come dressed in them on forest school days?
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Preschool AGM

We wil be holding our AGM on Tuesday 14" November 2023. Some of our current committee

members will be moving on, as their children have moved up to school. The committee is integral to
the running of the Preschool and without the support of the committee we could not continue to run.
It consists of three key members the Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, who are supported by additional
ordinary members. Currently our key committee members are Chair - Toby Giles (Willow’s dad);
Treasurer — Gilly Pocock (Arthur’s mum) and Nina Hamilton — (Lorna’s mum- who has moved on to
school). Plus our ordinary members.

If you would be interested in knowing more about the committee or joining the committee, please
talk to one of our current committee members about their roles and responsibilities. You can usually
find one or two committee members at drop off and pick up times and they will be very happy to chat
to you about the committee.

Children’s Autumn Learning reviews and 2yr Checks
The children’s Termly learning reviews and 2yr checks will be available on Tapestry for parents to log

in, view and comment upon, before the end of term. If you have not yet registered on Tapestry please
let Tracy or a member of staff know and Tracy will send you a link for you to set this up.

During the spring term we will also be arranging meetings for parents to give parents the opportunity
to meet their child’s Key person and discuss their children’s development. There will be evening and
day slots available to meet parents individual needs. (more information to follow in the spring term).

Hours next term

We are continuing to compile our Spring term register, with many new starters already booked in
and taking up places. If you are looking to add/change any sessions, and to avoid disappointment
please can you let Tracy or a member staff know your session requirements as soon as possible?
Also, if you know of anyone thinking of applying to join us next in the near future, please could you
ask them to contact us as soon as possible?

thorvertonpreschool@gmail.com or 01392 861707. Then Tracy can get the appropriate paperwork
out to them and ensure we can accommodate them.

*15 hours of funding for 2year olds form April 2023*

As you may be aware the Government recently announced that children of working families will be
eligible for 15 free funded hours from April 2024.

We have received more details regarding how this will work. Similar to 3 and 4yr old children access
their extended 30 hour entitlement. 2yr old children of working parents will be eligible for 15 free
funded hours from the term after their 2™ Birthday (subject to eligibility). Parents will need to set up
a Government gateway account and apply for their child’s 15 hours. E.G., if your child turns 2 before
the 31% March 2024 and you are eligible you will need to apply before the 315 March 2024 in order
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for the funding to be in place for the Summer term 2024. Additionally, if your child turns 2 in the
summer term, between the 1°* April and before the 315 August 2024, you will need to apply for the
funding by the 31 August 2024 in order for it to be available for the September Autumn start.

This will not be a universal entitlement, as with the 3 and 4yr old 15 hour funding. Although, 2yr old
children of low income families will still receive entitlement codes for 15 hours of free funding and
these will be automatically generated and sent to you if you are eligible

*30-hour funding for 3- and 4-year-old children*
IF YOUR CHILD TURNS 3 BEFORE THE 315t DECEMBER 2023 — APPLY NOW TO
AVOID MISSING OUT

The extended entitlement (30-hour funding) for three-and four-year-old's is available for eligible
families. It is important that if you have a child who will be 3 years old before the 31st December or
if your circumstances have changed, that you apply to HMRC (Childcare Service) NOW.

Please set-up or visit your Gateway Account immediately to apply or reconfirm.

If you are unsure if you are entitled to 30 hours, please check the Eligibility Criteria. Get 30 hours
free childcare: step by step - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

It is important that you allow enough time as any queries with new applications or reconfirmations
could cause delays and funding may not be available. The extended entitlement (30-hour funding)
for three-and four-year-old's is available for eligible

If you have a code that needs to be reconfirmed, you will be expected to do this every 3 months
(you will get a text reminder) this should also be completed now, and if you are

unsure, it is your responsibility to log into your Gateway Account and check. Neither Preschool or
the Early years team have access to this information and cannot do this on your behalf.

If you are newly eligible or are given a new code at reconfirmation, you need to take your 11-digit
code and the National insurance number you used to apply, to your provider who will complete a
verification check and then confirm your funded space.

When eligibility ends, children who have already accessed the 30 hours entitlement can continue to
access their entitlement in the Grace Period.

As part of the eligibility check with HMRC, you will be asked if you would like to register for Tax
Free Childcare. If you do register, your Tax Credits may be stopped, and it can take several weeks
to reapply for Tax Credits to be reinstated.

If you have problems accessing the system or completing your check, please call the HMRC Help
desk on 0300 1234 097 (your provider and Devon County Council cannot assist with new
applications or reconfirmations).

You can find out more about the 30 hours funded childcare at:

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/early-years-and-childcare/childcare/free-
childcare-3-4-year-olds/30-hours-free-childcare

You may be able to access further help with childcare costs. Please visit the Childcare Choices
Website. https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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We are continuing with our Stay and Play sessions this term, for one family per day. This is an excellent
opportunity for you to come and see our daily routines and the exciting opportunities that we provide
during your child's day. The staff will be pleased to answer any questions you may have as a result of
your visit. Please let a member of staff know if you would like to take up this opportunity. You are
welcome to stay for as long or as short a time as you wish.

Covid 19, Coughs, colds, Flu, Chest Infections and other childhood ilinesses

Unfortunately it’s that time of year again when coughs, colds, flu, Covid 19, chest infections appear
to be on the rise again. If your child has an elevated temperature or is unwell with any of these
infections, please keep them home until they are feeling better. At least 24 hours after an elevated
temperature and 48 hours for a case of diarrhoea or vomiting please. However, children with colds
and sniffles can attend as long as; they are otherwise feeling well.

Please check that your child’s immunisations are up to date, not only does this protect you child but

also others in the community.

W

»—* Children in need

Takes place on Friday 17" November
this year.

We are encouraging the children to
come in dressed in spots for the day.

PRE-SCHOOL T-SHIRTS &
SWEATSHIRTS
Available from Preschool
T shirt @ £5.50 and Sweatshirt @
£8.50 each

e :
7 B ?P Christmas party

The Preschool Christmas party will take place on Wednesday

6" December. As discussed in our previous email all Preschool
children are invited. This also coincides with the school
Christmas lunch. If your child doesn’t usually attend on a
Wednesday or goes home before lunch, they are welcome to
join us for the Christmas Lunch at a cost of £2.50 or just come
along to the party and visit from Santa.

If you haven’t let us know your preference yet, please let us
know by Friday 17" November, so we can book the lunches.
If your child is joining us for lunch, please arrive for 11.45am
or just for the party, then please bring them along for
12.45pm.
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Suitable clothing for the colder and wetter weather

With the colder weather arriving, please could all children bring in a coat and
&) wear suitable clothes for when we are inside and outside. We have the doors
open all year around. Also, if your child wears wellington boots to Preschool
Ny o please could they have additional, suitable footwear to change into. We now
have a large selection of wellingtons for the children to use at Preschool so it

is not always necessary to send these in.

FEE'S & DINNER MONEY £fffff

We are continuing to accept payments for dinners $"ﬂ' TQ P EST R\

online as this appears to be the preferred option.
Thank you. Please speak to the Admin team if this will TAPESTRY

cause you any difficulty. Please could you return your child's

Tapestry forms if you haven't already done

so. You will also find a section titled “All about
me” where you can share important
information, such as your child’s interests,
likes and dislikes etc. This helps their
Keyperson plan for their individual needs.
Tapestry is an online learning journal of

your child's time at Preschool. You can also
add anything to this that happens outside of
Preschool

Just a reminder that there is a £50 instant
fine on late payment of fees. Unless prior
arrangement has been made.

If you can't find your billing email, please
ask the admin team and it will be resent
Please remember the admin team's email
thorvertonpre.ad@gmail.com

for anything relating to funding, fees and
payments etc.

TERM DATES

Autumn term 2023
Monday 4" September to Friday 20" October [Staff Development Days 4™ and 5" September]
Monday 30" October to Friday 15" December [Staff Development Day 24" November]

Spring term 2024
Wednesday 3™ January to Friday 9" February [Staff Development Day 3" January]
Monday 19" February to Thursday 28" March

Summer term 2024

Monday 15 April to Friday 24" May
Monday 3™ June to Thursday 25" July [Staff Development Day 28" June]
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Ways to Help Raise funds for Preschool.

Textile Recycling

Please bag all unwanted clothes and shoes separately and place them in the clothing bank outside
Preschool. This is a valuable revenue stream for Preschool.
Thank you.

easyfundraising
L » feel good shopping

Easy Fundraising

Remember when ordering online from Argos, John Lewis, Sainsbury’s etc., don’t forget to sign up
and use www.easyfundraiser.org.uk - you just need to choose Thorverton Preschool as your charity.

)

I\
€ NAMETAGS

Name Tags

If you wish to name your children’s clothing you can order tags from: www.mynametags.co
Preschool will get a small commission on every order — Thank you
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